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Coffee & Donuts Ministry Serves 
Warm Welcome

Maybe it’s just a cup of coffee 
and a donut, but these ba-

sic treats let us get to know each 
other better in our parish, and 
welcome newcomers and visitors 
to share in fellowship.

Linda Boucher coordinates 
the Coffee & Donuts Ministry at 
Our Lady of Peace, and says she 
joined the ministry to become 
more active in the parish after she 
moved here. 

“I wanted to get to know 
more people and I wanted to par-
ticipate in the parish,” Linda says. 
“This was a fun way to do it.”

And Linda knows offering 
others a cup of coffee is one way 
to extend the love of Christ.

“We’re giving fellowship 
and getting to know others with 
common interests and beliefs,” 
she says. “Maybe we’re putting a 
smile on a face, and maybe that 
person is having some personal 
problems, but we welcome them, 
and say ‘Good morning!’”

The hospitality extended during the 
Coffee & Donuts gatherings isn’t limited to 
just our parishioners. Skiers enjoying our 
mountains in the winter attend Mass with 
us, and summer tourists enjoying the warm 
weather activities in Summit County fill 
our pews, as well. We have a unique way of 

making sure they are made to feel welcome.
“We have two coffee cups,” Linda says. 

“We have a regular ‘Our Lady of Peace’ cup, 
and one, a dark blue cup, that says ‘Visitor,’ 
that we encourage newcomers to use. We 
get lots of visitors, and the locals are encour-
aged to talk to them and welcome them.”

Coffee, donuts and juice are offered af-
ter our 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Sunday Masses. 

Linda Boucher, Coordinator for the Coffee & Donuts Ministry, stands 
ready to refill the coffee urn for parishioners and guests after our 

Sunday Masses. The dark blue cups are for visitors, and parishioners 
are encouraged to welcome those using them to our church.
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Everyone loves springtime. The weather is warmer and 
beautiful flowers are blooming all around us.
But anyone with a beautiful garden will attest that the 

flowers do not magically appear as if the season change itself 
miraculously makes the flowers bloom. Beautiful flowers 
and lush gardens are the result of the gardener’s hard work.

Imagine that a man is given some flower seeds. The man 
then buries the seeds in the ground and leaves them on their 
own. As the months pass and rain falls, some seeds may re-
ceive enough nourishment to bloom. But simply burying 
seeds in the ground will hardly make for a gorgeous garden. 
Rather, if the man truly wants to enjoy many beautiful flow-
ers, there is much care and work ahead. Recognizing the 
hidden beauty within these simple seeds, he must cultivate 
the ground, plant the seeds in a solid foundation, then water 
and fertilize them throughout the year. Only then will he see 
the proper fruit these seeds were made to bear.

This simple illustration speaks to the heart of us this sea-
son — not only as we look around at the flowers, but more 
importantly as we reflect on the springtime of the Church. 
We are celebrating the great feast of Easter when, through 
His death and resurrection, Christ offers us the greatest gift 
of all — eternal life with Him forever. This celebration leads 
us to reflect on the many gifts God has given us in this life and 

the fruit they will bear, especially as we look to life eternal. 
He has given each of us a multitude of gifts so that we 

can better serve Him and bring others to Him. Do we no-
tice the hidden potential of our gifts? Do we see them, like 
the seed, as seemingly small yet so full of fruit? Everything 
we have — our time, talents and treasure — is a gift from 
the Lord. Do we accept gifts in gratitude, then put them to 
use by cultivating and nourishing them so they will bear the 
proper fruit? 

Just like springtime flowers that we enjoy, our time, 
talents and treasure need to be cared for. Our gifts need to 
be cultivated and nourished. Only then will we see them for 
what they are — wonderful gifts given by God meant for His 
greater glory. 

Like the seeds, if we use our gifts flippantly, we may 
see some fruits here and there. But we are called to so much 
more — we are called to build a beautiful garden. We are 
called to offer God the most beautiful flowers of all.

This season, as we look at all the beautiful flowers 
around us and enjoy God’s creation, let us think about the 
seeds in our own lives. Ask yourself if you have accepted the 
gifts God has given you — your time, talents and treasure — 
and have cultivated and cared for them properly. Or, do they 
just sit dormant within you yearning to bloom?

Just like springtime flowers we now enjoy, our time, talents and treasure need to be cared 
for. Our gifts need to be cultivated and nourished. Only then will we see them for what 

they are — wonderful gifts given by God meant for His greater glory.
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We associate the Easter season with springtime —  a 
time of new life and new beginnings — and Holy 

Scripture addresses this idea of newness many times. In one 
of our readings during April, God declares, “Behold, I make 
all things new.”

This idea of being “new” is important to us as Catholics, 
and it is important to our parish. We need to strive to do this 
on a regular basis – even on a daily basis. Think of the fact 
that all was once new. Regardless of how you view the devel-
opment of this earth and those of us who occupy it, all was 
once new.

During this ongoing Easter season, we need to retain that 
idea of being “new.” And being “new” means conversion, and 
we have often pointed out that conversion is at the heart of a 
life of stewardship.

As the Catechism of the Catholic Church (§654) puts it, 
“The Paschal mystery has two aspects: by his death, Christ 
liberates us from sin; by his Resurrection, he opens for us the 
way to a new life.”  

In other words, Christ’s Resurrection is the source of our 
new life — our own future resurrection. St. Paul wrote about 
it to the Romans in the following words (Rom 6:5): “For if we 
have grown into union with him through a death like his, we 
shall also be united with him in the resurrection.” 

Hope for a new life beginning now and extending on 
into heaven is the result of Jesus’ Resurrection. What greater 
grounds for thanksgiving can there be than this Easter hope? 
We should sing with joy about God’s promise to us: “Behold, 
I make all things new!” (Rev 21:5).

St. Paul also wrote (Col 3:1-2): “If then you were raised 
with Christ, seek what is above, where Christ is seated at the 
right hand of God. Think of what is above, not of what is on 
earth.”  Jesus’ Resurrection and his promise of a new life for 
us means that we need to live in conformity with our status 
as adopted children of God.

How do we show our joy and our gratitude to God for 
this amazing gift he has given us? We join in worship, and 
praise God by word and song. We share the Good News of 
Jesus’ victory over death with our family, friends, and neigh-
bors. And we offer back to the Lord a portion of the time, 
talent, and treasure he has entrusted to us.

Yes, the Easter message that we share in the benefits of 
Christ’s resurrection indeed makes all things new — the ulti-
mate foundation for all Christian stewardship.

The Lord is risen, alleluia.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Michael Glenn
Pastor

All Things and All People Are Made New

A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Parishioners,

Behold, I make
    all things new
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Each ministry in our Summit Catholic Community is tru-
ly a blessing – and this is most certainly the case with 

our Knights of Columbus Our Lady of the Summit Council 
#14045. Established ten years ago, our K of C Council is one 
of more than 14,000 Councils with almost two million mem-
bers located throughout the world. Fraternity and charity are 
the two key marks of the Knights, who in the past decade 
alone have donated $1.475 billion to charity and given as good 
stewards almost 700 million hours of volunteer service.

“There is so much in being a member of the Knights of 
Columbus,” says Grand Knight Larry Furrer. “It deepens my 
faith. It encourages me to serve my pastor and my parish and 
the great people who belong to it. It is being a visible positive 
element in the Church and in my community. It provides an 
example to other men of how we can serve effectively.”

As Larry notes, there are many ways the Knights are in-
volved in both our faith and civic communities.

“We have dinners of all sorts – spaghetti, St. Patrick, a 
community dinner open to everyone,” he says. “We sponsor 
our annual parish ski day in the late winter, a golf tournament, 

and numerous other community builders. Of course, charity 
is at the heart of much of our work. In the past year, we have 
purchased 10 wheelchairs to provide to local agencies, an ultra-
sound machine for a pregnancy clinic, and coats for needy kids 
here in the mountains.”

In addition to these annual fundraising activities – a por-
tion of which are used to support various Parish ministries 
– members of the Our Lady of the Summit Council person-
ally support and volunteer for various ministries and main-
tenance projects. These include the OLP Kitchen Ministry, 
Ushering, Eucharistic Ministry, Lectors, Cantors and Choir, 
and the Youth Ministry, Domus Pacis. Our Knights also sup-
port community programs such as the Wounded Warrior 
Program, Winter Special Olympics, Habitat for Humanity 
Builds, and the Women’s Resource Center.

The Holy Father Pope Francis recognizes the valuable 
contribution the Knights make to the life of the Church. 
Speaking to a group of Knights recently, the pope said, “On 
this occasion, I also wish to express my gratitude for the un-
failing support that your Order has always given to the works 

“It Is Being a Visible Positive Element in the Church
and in My Community”

Our Summit Catholic Knights of Columbus Council

Ready to serve at a Community Dinner

“There is so much in being a member of the Knights of Columbus. It deepens my faith. 
It encourages me to serve my pastor and my parish and the great people who belong to 
it. It is being a visible positive element in the Church and in my community. It provides 
an example to other men of how we can serve effectively.” – Grand Knight Larry Furrer

Coats for Kids
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“It Is Being a Visible Positive Element in the Church
and in My Community”

Our Summit Catholic Knights of Columbus Council
of the Holy See.” Founded by Father Michael 
McGivney at St. Mary Church in New Ha-
ven, Conn., the Knights have existed and 
grown for more than 130 years. Catholic men 
were drawn to the Knights because of the or-
der’s emphasis on service with virtue to the 
Church, to communities, to families, and to 
our United States.

The Knights of Columbus is not just a 
fraternity in name – it is a brotherhood of 
Catholic men who each play a part in im-
proving the world around them. They stand 
together in faith, dedicated to upholding the 
principles they cherish. 

Coffee & Donuts Ministry  continued from front cover

Catholic men 18 and older are eligible for membership in the Knights of Columbus.
For more information or to learn how to become a member, contact Grand Knight

Larry Furrer at 970-262-3887 or Council Trustee Bryan Hartwig at 970-468-9162.

There are about 25 volunteers in the ministry, and Linda has 
them divided into three shifts.

“The first shift gets the donuts at the store,” she says. 
“I give the store a monthly order, based on the season, such 
as high season in winter when all the skiers are here. In 
the spring and fall, it’s less, and in the summer, more. They 
pick up the donuts, open the church kitchen, get the coffee 
ready, and fill the big coffee urn. They set out the donuts 
and utensils before the 8 a.m. Mass, and then those volun-
teers attend that Mass.”

The second shift is the person or couple who attend the 
8 a.m. Mass, who leave right after the final blessing and go 
back to the kitchen to make more coffee. 

“They’re responsible for having enough coffee and juice 
and cleaning up,” Linda says. “They also have everything 
set up for the 10 a.m. Mass. They work from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
The third shift attends 10 a.m. Mass and leaves right after 

the final blessing. They keep the coffee going and clean up 
at the end. They’re done by 11:00 a.m.”

With those basics taken care of, the importance lies in 
the fellowship the volunteers serve.

“Having coffee and donuts gives everyone the oppor-
tunity to chat, get to know people,” Linda says. “It’s great 
for newcomers. We get to know each other more just by 
having a cup of coffee and a donut after Mass.”

Linda Boucher has been in the process of 
training several new members in the ministry 
who joined as a way to live in stewardship. 

If you are interested in joining the Coffee & 
Donuts Ministry, please contact Linda 

at 970-485-2277.

A group of our Fourth Degree Knights
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As we have recently come to the end of our Lenten journey 
toward Easter, let us take a moment to meditate on three 

pivotal lines from the ancient creed, which comprise the cen-
tral events of our redemption.

Far from being a mere myth or legend, in Jerusalem around 
the year 30 A.D., Jesus Christ – the Son of God made man – 
was tortured at the hands of the Romans. He was flogged, 
beaten, spit upon, and crowned with thorns. He was made to 
carry the cross through the crowded streets to Golgotha and, 
once there, He was crucified – He was nailed to a cross and 
died. Just as someday we will each be laid in our graves, Jesus 
was laid in His. 

The most obvious question that confronts the observer of 
this horrific reality is “why?” Luckily, Christ made the impe-
tus for His self-sacrifice quite clear: “Just as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
so that everyone who believes in Him may have eternal life” 
(Jn 3:14-15).

The reasons Christ died on the cross are twofold, one nega-
tive and one positive. The negative cause is sin. Only in wit-
nessing the cost of redemption – the death of the Son of God 
– can we begin to comprehend the profound magnitude of sin: 
“You were bought with a price,” says St. Paul (1 Cor 6:20). 

Conversely, Christ willingly accepted the cross because 
of love. St. John famously says, “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
Him might not perish but might have eternal life” (Jn 3:16). 

Uniting these two causes, St. Paul says, “God proves His 
love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for 
us” (Rom 5:8).

In His limitless compassion, Christ entered into the full-
ness of human suffering – physical torment, emotional agony 
and utter isolation – so that He might share complete soli-
darity with mankind. Accordingly, His passion and death not 
only accomplished our redemption, but by the cross, He also 
showed us the way to true discipleship. For Christ taught 

His disciples long before His crucifixion, “if anyone wishes 
to come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross 
daily and follow me” (Lk 9:23). 

Christ’s is the final and perfect covenant between God 
and man, and it is a covenant of love, with Christ Himself as 
its high priest. Nevertheless, this covenant is not based on 
love as popular culture conceives of it, but love as Christ dis-
played it: “The way we came to know love was that He laid 
down His life for us” (1 John 3:16).

Joined with the passion, Christ’s resurrection is the key 
to the entire Gospel – for in rising from the dead, Jesus proved 
true His bold promises. He had prophesied to the apostles, 
“No one takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own. I 
have power to lay it down, and power to take it up again” (Jn 
10:18). The resurrection vindicates this promise and validates 
His teaching and miracles.

Furthermore, Christ, “the firstborn from the dead,” 
opened the door to eternal life and to new creation (Col 1:18). 
Out of the darkness of despair, the scattered and frightened 
disciples saw the risen Christ and were renewed and trans-
formed. Filled with faith in the crucified and resurrected Sav-
ior, they evangelized the known world. 

St. Paul summarizes the centrality of the redemptive 
power of the Easter Triduum with his characteristic zeal: “If 
Christ has not been raised, then empty (too) is our preach-
ing; empty, too, your faith. Then we are also false witnesses to 
God, because we testified against God that He raised Christ, 
whom He did not raise if in fact the dead are not raised. For 
if the dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised, and 
if Christ has not been raised, your faith is vain; you are still in 
your sins” (1 Cor 15:14-17).

This Easter, let us respond to the glory of Christ’s res-
urrection by exclaiming, as St. Thomas the Apostle did, “My 
Lord and my God!” And may each of us be filled with faith in 
God of our salvation, hope in the rewards He has won for us, 
and love for Him who has deigned to bestow them on us.

Dying He Destroyed Our Death, Rising 
He Restored Our Life

“He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
On the third day He rose again from the dead” – Apostles’ Creed



St. Mary - Breckenridge  •  Our Lady of Peace - Silverthorne 7

Everyone needs a little help 
sometimes – and for Dori Jen-

sen, lending a hand in the parish 
office is a small gesture that goes 
a long way. Each Wednesday 
morning after daily Mass, Dori 
stops into the office to help out 
for a few hours. In the process, she 
is able to take some of the load off 
of the office staff, and is also able 
to grow in fellowship with others 
in the parish community.

“I have been volunteering 
since last September,” Dori says. 
“After I retired, one of the ladies 
from the Finance Council asked 
if I could cover the office on 
Wednesday mornings, while the 
staff is meeting. Before I retired, 
I had been an executive assis-
tant or in office management for 
over 40 years, in both the private 
and public sector. I had never 
worked in a clerical office before, 
but I’m still very comfortable in 
that setting. I found that my tal-
ents were suited to helping out 
in this way.”

During her time volunteering, 
Dori takes the place of Eraine Oakley, 
the parish secretary. Her main duties 
include greeting office visitors, an-
swering phone calls, setting up Mass 
intentions for parishioners, and giving 
out general information. Eraine will 
also give Dori various office projects 
to work on during her volunteer time.

By learning the ins and outs of 
the office and the secretary position, 
Dori is able to serve as backup sup-
port to Eraine.

“While Eraine was gone for a 
week in October, I was able to cover 

for her,” she says. “Now, I could easily 
pinch-hit if something came up, and 
she needed someone else to cover her 
again. This really gives her somebody 
to fall back on.”

Dori has also been able to see a 
different side of parish life, and has 
gotten to know others in the commu-
nity as a result.

“You really get to see what is go-
ing on in the parish community, and 
it’s changing all the time,” Dori says. 
“Now that I’m free to be over there 
more, and more involved, I’m able 
to see these things. For example, 
people will come into the office and 

say they’re praying for somebody, 
so you get a feel for what people are 
going through. I’ve also been able 
to see how active the parish is, and 
how everybody just works together.

“Before I started going to daily 
Mass and volunteering, I would see 
these people at church, but didn’t nec-
essarily know their names and hadn’t 
really met them before,” she adds. 
“After Mass, a lot of people stay after-
wards for a cup of coffee and to spend 
time together, so it’s been amazing to 
meet people, to talk and interact with 
them. It’s really like a family.”

Lending a Hand, Growing in Fellowship

continued on back cover
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“Before I started going to daily 
Mass and volunteering, I would see 
these people at church, but didn’t 
necessarily know their names and 

hadn’t really met them before. After 
Mass, a lot of people stay afterwards 
for a cup of coffee and to spend time 
together, so it’s been amazing to meet 
people, to talk and interact with them. 

It’s really like a family.” 
– Dori Jensen

For Dori, stewardship has always been an im-
portant part of life – from an early age, her parents 
were strong examples of service to her and her 
siblings. Now that Dori is retired, she is grateful 
to have more time to dedicate to serving her par-
ish – not only through office volunteering, but also 
through various liturgical and music ministries.

“I’m really glad to have the time now to do 
these things, and to get more involved with the 
church,” she says. “When we were children, my 
parents really instilled in us the importance of 
stewardship – they were both involved, I sang in 
the choir and my brothers were all altar boys. As 
you grow older, there is more of a time element – 
especially if you’re working full-time, you might 
not be able to do as much. So now that I have 
more time, I feel so blessed to be able to be more 
involved. And it’s good – I have a lot of fun!”


