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“God’s Great Providence Has 
Led Us Here”

Jim and Sue Copp on Stewardship
Even if you do not know parishioners Jim 

and Sue Copp personally, chances are 
that you have enjoyed their musical talents 
during Mass! Sue sings in the choir while 
Jim plays guitar, and both are members of 
the Hand Bell Choir. For the Copps, who 
made the permanent move to Colorado from 
Indiana in 2012, participating in music min-
istry has been a wonderful way to connect 
with other parishioners.

“We’ve both really enjoyed the music 
ministry,” Sue says. “It was a leap of faith 
to move out here. We didn’t have any fam-
ily here and decided that a good way to get 
involved was through church ministry.”

In addition to their participation in the 
church choirs, Jim and Sue are involved with 
the Respect Life Ministry. Last fall, this min-
istry began working with the Archdiocese of 
Denver Catholic Charities to start an excit-
ing new ministry called Casa Gabriel. The 
mission of Casa Gabriel is to provide assis-
tance to young families in need. Although it 
has been up and running for less than a year, 
the Copps are amazed at how quickly this 
ministry has taken off.

“It has grown beyond my wildest expec-
tations already,” Jim says. “At Christmas, we 
set out an angel tree that had needs for Casa 
Gabriel, and the outpouring of support from 
our parish and St. Mary’s was just unbeliev-
able. It was a very humbling experience.”

In addition to the more concrete ways in 
which Casa Gabriel is able to help local fam-
ilies, Sue has also been pleased to see some 
spiritual benefits of the program take root.

“It is a wonderful ministry,” she says. 
“We’re able to assist the families with ma-
terial needs, and we also ask our families 
if there is anything we can pray for them 
about. Many of our families are happy to 
open up, and we say prayers with them. One 
day, almost all of the families that came in 
were inquiring about the sacraments. Some 
of the children have not received even bap-
tism yet, so what a wonderful thing that 
they are inquiring about the sacraments!”

Sue and Jim Copp
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The kids are out of school and our fast-paced lives cen-
tered on school and youth sports activities have slowed 

down. Our own internal clocks are now on summer time. 
We’re ready for a break from our hectic lives.

And while we take vacations and enjoy the leisurely 
pace of the season, we need to remember that summer is 
not the time to take a vacation from God. In fact, summer 
can serve as the perfect opportunity to grow in our relation-
ship with God, especially since most of us have considerably 
more free time.

So, instead of neglecting our faith due to busy days and 
late nights, try these simple steps to embrace God during 
the quieter summer months and during your vacation.

Get More Active in a Parish Ministry
The summer is actually a perfect time to get more in-

volved in a parish ministry. Because we no longer have to get 
the kids to and from school, or get them to sporting events or 
other activities that normally occur during the school year, 
our schedules are a bit less cluttered. Summer is indeed a per-
fect time to fill some downtime with service to God through 
ministry and giving of your talents. Take a look through the 
parish ministries to find something that suits your particular 
interest or talent. 

Vacation Bible School, for Kids and Adults
Vacation Bible School is a great way for younger children 

to learn about God through songs, activities and fellowship. 
The fun-filled lessons build upon Gospel teachings while 
keeping kids’ attention. For older children, it is a great op-
portunity to offer service by being a team leader or assistant. 
Adults can also help plan, decorate, organize, and teach dur-
ing the week. It’s a wonderful activity for the entire family! 

Give Thanks for the Sun
Praise God for the sun, time off from school, and easy-

going days by visiting the adoration chapel to say a quick 
prayer. Bring a journal or rosary along to help stay focused. 
Little children can even bring a religious coloring book to give 
thanks to God on their terms. Or, before heading to the pool, 
why not attend daily Mass with the kids? It’s a perfect way to 
start the day and set the tone that – vacation or not – God is 
still an important part of your family life.

Don’t Take a Vacation from Mass
Often while on a vacation away from our parish family, 

we are not familiar with where to attend Mass. Don’t let that 
be an obstacle for you. Check out masstimes.org in order to 
find out where and when to go to Mass. In addition, if you are 
lodging at a hotel, the concierge will assist you with direc-
tions to the nearest Catholic Church.

Summertime Stewardship of Treasure
The prime reason for keeping up our pledge all summer is 

that God doesn’t go on vacation. He continues to sustain us 
throughout the summer months. He persists in pouring out 
blessings on us, even during the hottest weather. He keeps on 
meeting us in His sacramental presence when we go to Mass 
wherever we travel. As God remains faithful to us during the 
summer, we are called to be faithful in our commitments to 
Him and our parish family, even during our vacation time. 

So, enjoy the warmer temperatures and the relaxed at-
mosphere. Just don’t forget who provides the sun and the 
sand! And most importantly, remember to take God with you 
wherever you go on vacation!

Keeping Our Stewardship Commitments 
in the Summertime
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Pope Francis has certainly had 
an impact on our Church, and 

maybe even on each of us individ-
ually. Do you recall his first words 
to the world and to us when he ap-
peared on the balcony following his 
election as pope? He said quite sim-
ply, “Pray for me.” That is a feeling 
I share sometimes when I consider 
what needs to be done, and what I 
personally need to do. It may be a 
feeling each of us has – not just now 
and then, but relatively consistently.

Prayer – one of the four Pillars 
of Stewardship – is foundational to 
our faith and the practice of it. It is 
through prayer and the sacraments 
that we prepare ourselves to accept 
God’s plentiful gifts and blessings. 

Each of us needs to develop a con-
sistent prayer life. We should set time 
aside each day to pray. It is through 
prayer that we cultivate our person-
al relationship with the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit. We provide 
many opportunities for prayer as part 
of our parish life. This includes time 
for us to pray as individuals and time 
to pray as a community.

Our prayer lives culminate at 
Mass in the Eucharist. The Eucha-
rist, prayer and stewardship are 
interconnected. In Lumen Gentium, 
we are reminded that the Eucharist 
is the “Source and Summit” of our 
Catholic faith. With the gift of the 
Eucharist and an active prayer life, 
we are better equipped to carry out 
the other three Pillars of Steward-
ship – Hospitality, Formation and 
Service. You might say we pray to 
help us seek and find how to serve 
the Lord and others.

This is a time of year when we 
enjoy numerous opportunities to 
kick back and relax. One of the best 
ways to spend time is in prayer. In 
both our individual and communal 

prayer, we turn to God to perceive 
our gifts and talents – and then, as 
stewards, we need to place those 
gifts at the service of one another, 
and especially of the Lord. 

You and I are on a journey to-
gether – a journey toward holiness. 
That journey involves an existence of 
daily conversion and an awareness of 
how grateful we need to be. Through 
prayer, we can better see ourselves as 
God sees us, and we can seek to find 
who God is calling us to be.

I want to assure you of my con-
stant and daily prayers for you. Like 
the Holy Father, however, I also 
must admit that I need you to “pray 
for me.” I thank you for your prayers.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr.  Wojciech Gierasimczyk
Parochial Vicar

Prayer – By Us and For Us

A Letter From Our Parochial Vicar

Dear Parishioners,
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Karl Horwath’s first year as Direc-
tor of Religious Education here 

at Summit Catholic has been a busy 
one, with more students enrolling 
than had been expected. But the next 
several years will be busy, as well, as 
the parish transitions to the restored 
order of sacraments, under the direc-
tion of the diocese.

With the anticipated changes, 
there were 80 middle school and high 
school students preparing for Confir-

mation in May this year, while Karl 
saw more K-5 children signing up for 
Religious Education.

“Between the two groups, we had 
103 signed up,” he says. “We definitely 
saw growth.”

The reason there were so many 
students signed up for Confirmation is 
so the transition can be made over the 
next few years. The new order of sac-
raments will be First Reconciliation in 
second grade, and First Communion 

and Confirmation in third grade.
“What we started this year was 

making plans for a two-year prepara-
tion for Confirmation and First Com-
munion,” Karl says. 

The Confirmation group is so big 
this year, so next year can be spent 
“catching up” the third, fourth, fifth, 
and sixth grades with Confirmation.

“After that, it will be third-graders 
preparing for Confirmation,” Karl says.

Karl says the changes in the order 

New, Old Changes Coming in Faith Formation

Our little ones shared in fun Saints Day activities.

“First Communion is the last sacrament you should receive. When an adult joins the 
Church now, he gets all the sacraments at the same time – Baptism, Confirmation, and 
then First Communion at the same Mass. It’s the original order of the Sacraments, the 

order we see in the Scripture. People would get baptized, confirmed, and after, had First 
Communion and Reconciliation. We’re going back to the intended order.” 

– Karl Horwath, Director of Religious Education

It was a little bit chilly outdoors, but our youngsters enjoyed their Saints 
Day Parade in their costumes depicting their favorite saint.
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New, Old Changes Coming in Faith Formation
of the sacraments are a return to what 
is called for in Scripture regarding 
one’s faith development.

“First Communion is the last sac-
rament you should receive,” he says. 
“When an adult joins the Church now, 
he gets all the sacraments at the same 
time – Baptism, Confirmation, and 
then First Communion at the same 
Mass. It’s the original order of the 
Sacraments, the order we see in the 
Scripture. People would get baptized, 
confirmed, and after, had First Com-
munion and Reconciliation. We’re go-
ing back to the intended order.”

By receiving Confirmation at a 
younger age, a child will have his faith 
brought forth into his daily life.

“You can do a lot more before you 
turn 15,” Karl says.

Karl says he can see the benefits 
of adopting the restored order from a 
standpoint of the children being able 
to deepen and grow in faith.

“We can take more time,” he says. 
“Before it was a rush to get through 
– First Reconciliation and then have 
two more months of class for First 
Communion. It was a rushed sched-
ule. We’ll be able to slow down and 
spent more time learning what needs 
to be learned, such as different prayers 
and a greater degree of understanding. 
We’ll take the time to understand.”

This year, Karl used a different 
program for Confirmation prepara-
tion with the middle and high school 
students.

“It is ‘Chosen,’ and it is really 
good,” he says. “There were ideas 
and discussion topics offered to get 
through to the kids. The difference 
is being able to talk with them, to sit 
down and see where they are with it.”

There also were retreats held with 
the students.

Through the rest of the year, the 
K-5 students had a Saints Parade right 
after Halloween.

“They dressed as their favorite 
saint, and had a parade afterward,” 
Karl says. “We walked around the 
church and had special snacks, and we 
learned about the saints. It was very, 
very fun. We also had a lower school 
and high school Christmas party be-
fore Christmas. And we had a high 
school retreat in January just for the 
Confirmation kids.”

A middle school retreat, “Mountain 
Madness,” was held by the diocese and 
had 40 Summit students in attendance 
– the largest group taking part.

“We’re looking at having a bunch 
of events for the Year of Mercy for the 
middle school and high school stu-
dents during the summer,” Karl says. 
“It will be the Summer of Mercy, when 
they can get out and make the Jubilee 

Year of Mercy, especially with their 
Confirmation just happening, with 
spiritual and corporal works of mercy. 
They can show how they can live them 
in life. There will be different events 
for each one. These won’t be classes – 
these will be fun activities.”

Next year, there will be a Youth 
Night and Masses, and next year will be 
lot more fun, Karl says, with the prepa-
ration for Confirmation completed.

High school students can look for-
ward to the Steubenville in the Rockies 
event June 24-26, and Totus Tuus will 
be held for K-5 students June 12-17. 

Karl says he understands that par-
ents and children have seen a lot of 
changes during the past year, and will 
continue to do so in the next few years 
to come. 

“It’s just something we have to 
have patience to get in place,” Karl 
says. “But once it’s in place, we’ll see 
the fruits of it.”

For registration information, parents may contact Karl Horwath at 715-308-3963.

The story of the Nativity was told by children in our faith formation program, led by Karl Horwath.
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“Let the Church always be a place 
of mercy and hope, where every-

one is welcomed, loved and forgiven.”
These words from Pope Francis 

weren’t delivered during a homily 
in St. Peter’s or in a speech from St. 
Peter’s Square – nor were they writ-
ten in a papal bull or apostolic letter. 
Rather, they were delivered in an in-
stant to millions of Catholics around 
the world through the pope’s very 
own Twitter account.

The technology of communication 
has perhaps changed more in the past 
century than in the previous 20 com-
bined. And with these developments, 
the Catholic Church – led by our Holy 
Fathers from Pope St. John Paul II 
through Pope Francis – strongly en-
courages that the faithful adopt and 
adapt these resources for the all-im-
portant task of spreading the Gospel 
throughout the whole world.

Just as St. Paul used every conve-
nience at his disposal to spread the 
Gospel throughout the far reaches of 
the Roman empire, today’s evange-
lists are using every resource avail-
able to them. Examples of Catholic 
figures using the new media with 
great success abound. 

Only a few months into his pon-
tificate, Pope Francis took the Vati-
can’s social media efforts to a whole 
new level. In spring 2013, the Vatican 
released The Pope App, which features 
a live webcam from the Vatican, along 
with quotes, news, images and videos 
of all the Holy Father’s latest doings.

Following the pope’s lead, bish-
ops, priests and apologists are taking 

the technological gifts at their fin-
gertips and utilizing them to spread 
the Gospel throughout the world in 
a variety of ways.

One great example is Bishop 
Robert Barron of the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles, whose Word On Fire 
Ministry has produced wildly pop-
ular YouTube videos discussing ev-
erything from controversial Church 
teachings to movie reviews from a 
Catholic perspective. His website 
also includes articles, interviews and 
his weekly homilies. Word On Fire 
also released the critically acclaimed 
Catholicism DVD documentary series.

Independent Catholic bloggers 
and Web-based media are also wide-
ly established and provide their au-
diences and readership with Catho-
lic news and cultural commentary.

Here in America, parishes, Cath-
olic schools, dioceses, and even the 
United States Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops are utilizing these tools 
as well, creating first-rate websites, 
maintaining Twitter and Facebook 
accounts, and more.

All of these resources are geared 
toward a wide variety of audiences, 
from the un-churched and fallen-away 
Catholics to active parishioners.

Being knowledgeable of the new 
media tools available to us as Cath-
olics is a great way to be more effec-
tive in our universal call to evangeli-
zation. Take some time to see what 
media resources your parish, school 
and diocese are using, and be sure 
to pass them along to those in your 
sphere of influence!

Keeping in Touch With the Holy Father: 
There’s an App for That!
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Part of the beauty of our Catholic Church and a life of stew-
ardship is how it incorporates all age groups and truly cre-

ates a universal community. An older person may share their 
wisdom with others, while children show us joy and trust in 
our Heavenly Father. Each of us has gifts to share and encour-
agement to give as we journey in our faith. While many may as-
sociate lives of stewardship and parish involvement exclusively 
with adults, it is important to remember and foster an active 
faith within our youth, as well.

Mindful of this, Summit Catholic is offering Totus Tuus 
camp for youth this summer as a way to invite parish youth 
to experience the faith and learn more about the sacraments, 
while also having fun with their peers. 

Parishioner Jenni Riberdy is a mother of three girls who 
have attended various other church Bible camps with friends, 
but was very excited when she was able to send her daughters 
to the Totus Tuus Catholic camp last summer.

“I was anxious to have our girls go,” Jenni says. “Our girls 
sometimes have an idea that other churches can be ‘more fun’ 
than ours, but they came away from the camp loving it!”

Totus Tuus is from a Latin phrase meaning “totally yours,” 
signifying a Marian devotion that desires to give oneself com-
pletely to Christ through His Mother. The camp strives to bring 
our faith to life by cultivating a relationship with the Blessed 
Mother and by explaining the meaning and practice of the sac-
raments. There is a team of teachers who travel from parish to 
parish in order to put on the Totus Tuus camps for youth. 

“Totus Tuus taught us about God in a really fun way!” says 
Alena, Jenni’s 7-year-old daughter. “I loved going to Mass every 
morning.” 

These sentiments were similar for Jenni’s two older 
daughters, Josie, 10, and Avey, 11, both of whom also attended 
the camp. 

While Catholic summer camps can be fun for kids, they also 
provide a great starting point for families to discuss the teach-
ings of the Church. One of the biggest reasons Jenni appreciates 
sending her children to a Catholic summer camp is that it gets 
them excited about the faith, in turn making them want to talk 
about what they learned with the rest of the family.

“Because it was fun for them, they wanted to talk about 
what they had learned,” Jenni says. “It was a really good oppor-
tunity for us to discuss what the church teaches – so much of 
their days aren’t spent focusing on values or church, so I think 
it’s important to make use of these opportunities where they 
can have fun learning about God and what the Church teaches.”

Fostering the Faith in Our Children 

Totus Tuus takes place June 12-17. 
First through sixth-grade students attend 

camp from Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. Seventh through 12th-grade 
students have camp from Sunday through 

Thursday, 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
The cost is $50 per student in first 

through sixth grade, capping at $120 
total for families with three or more kids 
in attendance. There is no fee for seventh 
through 12th-graders. If you would like 

to learn more or sign your child up, please 
contact the parish office at 970-668-0250. 
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Jim and Sue Copp on Stewardship  continued from front cover

Whether they are helping to fill the sanctuary with sa-
cred music during Mass, helping with Confirmation class-
es, or helping area families in need, the Copps are grateful 
for the many opportunities they have to serve in the parish 
and community.

“I think, as with any endeavor, you get out of [serving] 
what you put into it,” Jim says. “We’ve been involved with 
different things in our life’s path, and that message has been 
consistent. So I think that, most importantly, it’s a great op-
portunity to develop a close relationship with God, and I’m 
very thankful for that part of it.”

For both Jim and Sue, stewardship comes down to an-
swering the call to live and serve as Christ did among His 
people.

“The messages in recent homilies from our deacons have 
been to see Christ in others,” Sue says. “And that is truly 
what you do see when you are involved in church work and 
community work.”

One particular Gospel reading, which focused on talent, 
made a profound impact on Sue.

“I thought, ‘Am I using the talents that God is giving 
to me?’” she says. “I talked to the priest about that, and he 
encouraged me to get involved in things, and I thank him 
for that.”

As Sue concludes, stewardship isn’t “about us”
“It’s about serving God and just trusting that God’s great 

providence has led us out here and shown us ways to be in-
volved and to be His hands and feet,” she says.

Participating in music ministry has been a wonderful way for Jim and Sue 
Copp to connect with other parishioners.


